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Some obstacles to running an effective
balance laboratory include;

 The unknown effects of multiple medications on the exams

 Over-referrals from PCP’s who do not screen for common
causes of balance disorders

 The extraordinary time it takes to write a thorough balance
exam report

 The inability to interface your lab equipment report generating
programs with the medical center network

 Referring PCP’s and other professional staff are unaware of
audiologists’ roles in balance and the balance terminology.



Consulting Pharmacy

 Veterans often present multiple comorbidities
requiring multiple medications

 While many of these medications have side
effects of “dizziness”, it would be useful to
understand the effects of the medication on
the specific balance control physiological
mechanisms we assess

 A good pharmacy report gives insight during
oculomotor, vestibular, and postural control
testing.





Consulting Audiology for the Dizzy
Patient

 Attempts are made to limit the referrals of
dizzy patients to those in need of clinical
correlations to symptoms

 Otolaryngology requires the patient be seen
by audiology prior to their initial visit.

 The primary care providers (PCP’s) are
encouraged to send their multifactorial fall
risk elderly directly to physical therapist.





The Domoracki-Elshaw Balance
Report Templates



Sample template format
d. Electronystagmography abnormal;

1. “Electronystagmography (ENG) was performed to assess the integrity of the right and left
peripheral vestibular systems individually and the function of the ocular-motor system.

THE ENG WAS ABNORMAL
This veteran’s ENG was characterized by the following abnormalities: <open field>
The following results were within normal range: <open field>
Judgement of veteran attentiveness and cooperation: <open field>
Diagnostic impressions: <open field>”
2.Caloric summary yes/no
3. Caloric summary yes

“left warm caloric SPV <open field>
right warm caloric SPV <open field>

right cool caloric SPV <open field>
left cool caloric SPV <open field>
total SPV <open field>
Unilateral Weakness <open field>
Directional Preponderance<open field>”

4. “Other: <open field>”



CPRS Balance Templates



















Report Preview: Unilateral
vestibular weakness















To get a download of the Balance Report
Templates;

 Contact the Clinical Application Coordinator
(CAC) in your medical center

 Have your CAC contact Robert Elshaw, the
Cleveland VA CAC at 216-791-3800 ext.
3715, or cell phone 216-701-6965. Ask for
the Domoracki-Elshaw Balance Report
Templates

 Have the templates added to your “progress
note properties”
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